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Prior to 22 February 1949

Prior to his departure from lLa Pag on 21 February 1949, Rene Seiler, Svlss arms
dealer, concluded arrangements for tho sale of 250 submachime guns to the
Ministry of the Interlor for use by the police. These submachine guns have a

9 rm. bore and a 4O-cartridme magazine. The priee is Ji25 per gun, with delivery
by alr promised in about six weeks. Ome sample gun vwhich was demonstrated bore
the inseription "ociete Industrielle Suisee, Nouheusen", while another bore

no trade mark. “eiler stated that the manufacturer is a firm named Schweizerische
Industrie-Gesellschaft Nouheusen am Rheinfall (Schweitz).

It is reported that before the negotiations were completed, the Minister of the
Interior, Alfredo Mollinedo, had gerious miggivings about purthasing arms from
“eiler. Mollinedo had received information that Seiler was involved in large
scale secret negotiations for the sale of arms in Siam, The ilinister stated that
he was conesrned lest the arms sale in Mam further disturb the psace in that
area. He did not want the Bolivian povermment to be involved with such an arms
trafficker,

In La Paz, Seiler was obserwad fraoquently in the company of the following individuals:

a. Jose Manuel Nunez, an Arzentino salesman, 32 years old, | NG
25X1X7

b, Estanislao Dubin, an Argentine, 36 years old, I 25} X7

c. Pedro Berastepul f., an Argentine, 26 years old, I 2°X'X7

d. Leon .,«-.memi e, 2 e S B
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¢. Vera Mongod Garcia, & Spanish insurance agent, about 30 years old, _
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£, Ogvaldo Salinas, a Bolivian.

g Goneral David Toro, formor president of Bolivia.
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h. fiﬁiﬁ Potor Mi’c.chelll a British subiect, 42 yoars of age, who arrivad-
with Seiler.
i. Rodolfo Badrut, manager of the Circulo Peruano in La Paz.

Seiler's associate in Argentina, Pablo Eitner, reportedly held a high position
in the German Army during World War II.
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